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U.S.National Museun, 
Washington, D.C. 


Gentlemen: 


The undersigned has had occasion 
to refer to the report of 1496 (Annual Report of 
the Smithsonian Institution). Plate 35 between 
pages 464 and 845 shows various Chinese bamboo 
money (from the Grover Collection). You will 
note upon referring to this plate that the sticks 
of bamboo money are of different lengths. We 
would like to know if the Chinese value for the 
pieces was in any way related to the length of 
the stickes. Did the longer sticks have more 
value than the short ones. We would also like 
to know if these sticks were actually used as 
money in the markets or were they used as "money" 
for games. 


This information is very important 
to us and we would appreciate an early reply. 
Thanking you to give this matter your attention, 
we beg to remain 

Sincerely yours, 


See Gump Company 
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Respectfully referred to 


Mr. Howland Wood, 
American Numismatic 
society, 
L56th St. & Broadway, 
New York, N.Y. 


W. deC. Ravenel, 
Administrative Assistant 
to the Secretary. 


Se & G. Gum Company » 
P4A6~268 Post Streat, 
San Francisco, Calif, 


Gentlemen: - 


Recelot is acknowledted of your latter 
of May 1, but unfortunetely the inforneiion you 
desire is not st my dismosal. Possibly the den 
Sired dsta can be snprplied by Mir. Howlend wood of 
the American Numismatic Soelety, Lb6th Street and 
broadway, Sew York, N.Y., who ia & specialist in 
this line. in view of your great distance from 
this souree of information I have teken pleasure 
x forwarding your letter to the centleman referred 
Oe 


Very truly yours, 


_ We deC, Ravenel 
Administrative Assistant 
to the seeretary. 
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